
Eau Galle 

 

  Eau Galle is now a quiet community, but used to be a busy little town.  Eau Galle 
is located approximately 5 miles west, slightly northwest, of Durand.  Today it 
holds many stories from the past.  Many aspects of Eau Galle have changed within 
the last 2 centuries. 

    Eau Galle was built as a logging town.  It is rumored that people have lived 
there as early as 1832.  Around 1838 and 1839 Captian George Wales and Thomas 
Savage came to Eau Galle.  They built the first water powered saw mill.  The mill 
then consequently brought many jobs to Eau Galle.   

        Today there are few businesses left in Eau Galle. Bob's Auto Body, one bar, a 
bank, civic center, a general store, and two churches, and 

                                               

This is Eau Galle's Civic Center located 
downtown. 

 

 

This is a long span of downtown Eau 
Galle from around 1900. 



Downtown Eau Galle as seen today. 
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The Pineview Park & The Eau Galle Cheese Factory 

  

 

Pineview Park is also known as Welch's Point. Here is where people come to go 
tubing, swimming, fishing, boating, water skiing, ice fishing, and many other 

activities at any time during the year. During the summer it isn't uncommon to 
see barbecues and people relaxing on the beach. 

 

Many people take advantage of the 
lake freezing over also.  The most 
popular winter activities are ice 

fishing, and snowmobiling. 

  

 



  

 

Leo Buhlman was the founder of the Eau Galle Cheese Factory. He apprenticed for 
8 years as a cheese maker in Switzerland before coming to the United States in 

1926. Leo purchased the factory in 1945. He worked hard and paid great 
attention to quality. Leo passed down the knowledge and skills of cheese making 

to his son who operates the plant today. 

 

Over nine million pounds of Parmesan and Romano cheese is made here each 
year. 

  

  Eau Galle Dams 

    The dam in the downtown area of Eau Galle has a lot of history. It has been in 
the area since 1838. When it was built, it formed lake Eau Galle and Welch's 
Point. This is quite interesting because it pre-dates the first water powered 
development in Eau Claire by a decade. At first, the dam's intended use was as a 
water powered saw mill in 1838. 

http://www.eaugallecheese.com/


   In 1866 when all of Eau Galle's timber had been harvested and the dam was sold 
to Carlson and Rand, they converted it into a mill for the grinding of flour grains. 
This use of the roller process in this operation was the first in the state. 
Unfortunately, in 1899 the mill burnt down and was never rebuilt. Then, in 1898, 
the water power turned into electricity when Durand Light and Power Company 
was founded. The Eau Galle dam then supplied power to Eau Galle, Durand, and 
Arkansaw. In the 1900's Durand Light and Power Company sold to Northern 
States Power. Then Dunn County purchased the dam. 

   Today the dam generates electricity. Also there is a bit of beach in front of the 
dam and before the bridge where fisherman spend several hours every summer. 
The lake that was formed by the production of the bridge is now used in many 
recreational activities during any time of the year. 

  

 

This is the dam as seen from the 
Eau Galle bridge many years ago. 
Today there are many trees and 

things obstructing this sort of view 
from the bridge.       

 

 

 

 

This is the dam as of February 2002. 



  

  

This is a picture from an area now 
called "Sportsman's Dock". It was 

taken before the dam was put in. Now 
this is completely under water.      

  

 

This is the view from Sportsman's Dock 
today. The trees have been removed from 
in front of the church, and this is the new 

church. The old was burned down. 

 

 

Eau  Galle   Bridges 

 



This was the original Eau Galle bridge. It was washed out in 1934 when the dam 
broke. A temporary bridge was built down the river a bit. 

 

This is a view from today's bridge towards the country. At the bend is where the 
temporary bridge was built. Today parts of that bridge can still be seen from the 

road. 

 

After the unfortunate washout, this was considered the permanent bridge and 
stayed there many years. 



 

In the late 1990's, Eau Galle needed a new bridge. Modern day bridges were 
changing as a whole, and this was considered a true update. This is the bridge 

that still stands today. 

 


